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« hatif ’'mtoo clueless to
even talkto a salespersﬂn?n
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o anscore some good plants even
: . don'tknowacactus froma
wsanthemum. It's wise for newbs to hit
wurservonad \‘.‘L“E'kdﬂ}'. when the
'.'_ -ds are thinner, so vou can have more
_.imterrupted one-on-one with the
losperson. Tellhim about the light in
;;p;w, since it’s the most important
Alant-SUCCEss factor (see “Gointo the
ight.” page 84). Also describe yourself—be
s-frontabout how much time and effort
ourewillingtocommit. A salesperson
~nsteervou toamatchonlyifyou're
-onest. Then get into aesthetics: Maybe
cour house has minimalist-chic vibes and
couneed afew geometric succulents to
«omplement the decor; perhaps you want
romake vour bathroom into alush oasis. In
theend, if vou can’t grab someone’s
attention, let yourself gravitate toward any
plantvou like the look of, and check out its
tag. That will give you a bit to go on: how
much light and water it needs.
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“Will | accidentally murder
every plant?”

Green thumbs are not genetic; anyone
canlearn basic plant-survival skills.
Christopher Satch, the director of plant
education at The Sill, a plant shop that
doesindoor plant design in New York
City, says the biggest mistake he seesis
overwatering. Symptoms include limp,
vellowing leaves and certain types
offungus, bacteria, and rot, which cause
*quishy, soft stems. If you accidentally
Over-drench a plant, letit dryout, then
“ateronly when the soil feels dry three
nches below the surface—not onaset
‘thedule. Of course, you might also
“nderwater, If the leaves look dry,
fown, and brittle, and the
Ollisstiff and dry, that’s
Jeproblem. So,
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obviou sly, water it a bit. then
f“:‘d regularly check the
it's Spongy and moist.
N Ifyou notice a white filmon the leaves
it Shot plant dandruft: it’s powdery |
mildew, which is caused by another type
f’f fungus. Prune away that foliage, give
itplenty of H,0, and sit it onasill. Not
working? A nursery can direct youtoa
fungicide, like neem oil. If you find that
your plant growth seems stunted, it
might be root-bound, which happens
when there isn’t enough space in the
container for roots to expand. Repot it
inalarger container. If your flowering
plantis bloom-free, move it somewhere
brighter and warmer.

Or you could always choose aplant
that’s virtually unkillable—Marimo
moss balls and snake plants can survive
extreme neglect. Pothos plants are
another great option, since they’re
resilient; if you accidentally under-
or overwater, they’ll show the signs
quickly and bounce right back.

abit more,
dirt to make sure

Click This

Like regular porn, the plant variety
flourishes online. Logees.com,
WhiteFlowerFarm.com, and
TheSill.com ship specimens as
good as any in a greenhouse;
PlantLust.com lists dozens of
plants’ soil, sun, and water needs,
plus tells you where to buy them.
Cool planters abound at DWR
com, ConcreteWaveDesign.com,
MenuDesignShop.com, and
Trnk-NYC.com (or search
“planters” under

“buyable pins” on
Pinterest). Find a

fab container \
without a drainage -
hole? Layer gravel :
at the bottom
before you plant.
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- “Where do | even put the
- things?”
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Thisis where all your HGTV watching pays
off: Plants are about style as much as about
science. As long as you can provide the
right type oflight, your options for
decorating are limitless. Mara Silber, an
interior designerin New York City,
suggests treating small plants like
accessories, placing just one or a cluster
anywhere you would a ceramic bowl or
decorative object. To highlight a focal wall
orabed, she recommends hanging plants
from the walls on sturdy hooks —like ones

S__-ﬂl']d fl’{}m the

meant for hanging coat tting themon

iling as an alternative to pu
Eﬁgiﬂfs. You can also display plants {?Ille
pedestals; Silber likes to ill‘tﬂup multip

ls in varying heights.

pEdO?;Iﬂl floor priins benefit from large-
scale plants like rubber trees (use a
couple to carve out distinct spaces 11l
one big great room). And smal? places,
contrary to what you might thmki
can be made to feel bigger by placing a
large plant at eye level. “Plants are a
regenerating accessory,” Silber says.
“Each once will change and take on a
life of its own, so your space will always
feel fresh.”

Go into the Light

Deciphering the best plants for your space depends on how much sunlight you
get. Try a simple trick from botanist Christopher Satch: Lay a blank sheet of
paper where you plan to stick your greenery. At midday, hold your hand two feet
above the paper. If there’s a sharp-edged shadow, you're working with full sun or
bright indirect light. A fuzzy shadow means medium light or low, indirect light;
low light will cast no shadow at all. If you have glaring sunlight, look for cactiand
succulents; if the room’s practically a cave, check out rubber trees, snake plants,
ferns, and ivies. If it’s a happy medium, you’ll want begonias or philodendrons.
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Am | going to poi son m and pothos can cause vomiting, tongue
Ch"d-—-or my s y swelling, and diarrhea; oleander can be
pets: fatal. To protect kids, your local health
There are plenty of nontox: " department should have a list of toxic
like African violets forme }’("‘ “““"‘Ul"lilnls. plants, but to be safe, call the American
caid] S, S, and roses. That Association of Poison Control Centers’

alonglist of others range

In toxicity. hotline -222-1222) before buyi
In people and Pets, inge ] e (800-222-1222) before buying any

stingphilodendron  plant; find a pet-safe list at ASPCA.org.
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Glass Houses

The inherent adorableness of terrariums may explain why a quick search

on Etsy brings up nearly 50,000 items. (Check out the shops Waen and
GlimpseGlass, as well as ShopTerrain.com and WestEIm.com for glass garden
enclosures.) You can fill a terrarium with an air plant, which doesn’t require
soil. Once a week, remove the plant, place it in a bow! of water covering the
roots and leaves, and soak for 10 to 20 minutes. Allow it to dry completely

In an empty bowl or over paper towels before placing it back in its terrarium.
Or create your own mini garden with ferns, mosses, cacti, or succulents:

Layer gravel, sheet Gently shake the If you chose cacti
moss, and soil in the soil from around and succulents,

bottom of the their roots and place your
terrarium, then remove place them in the terrarium in a sunny
your plants from their terrarium (use tweezers  spot and water once
plastic pots. or tongs if necessary). every week; for ferns
Gently pack the soil and mosses, hang in the
back around the plant shade and mist every

base. two to four weeks. m
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